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Recreation Element

Introduction

Purpose and Relationship to GMA
The purpose of the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Element is to provide goals and
policies to guide the acquisition and development of parks, trails and recreation facilities
throughout the city and surrounding areas.

The Parks, Trails and Recreation Element is developed in accordance with the Growth
Management Act to direct the City of Newcastle’s current and future passive and active
recreational needs. RCW 36.70A.070 requires the City to plan, scheme or design all of
the following:

Estimates of park and recreation demand for at least a ten-year period;
An evaluation of facilities and service needs;

An evaluation of intergovernmental coordination opportunities to provide regional approaches
for meeting park and recreational demand.

The Parks, Trails and Recreation Element is consistent with the King County
Countywide Planning Policies and elements of the Comprehensive Plan.

Organization of the Element

This Element begins by listing the Parks, Trails and Recreation Goals for the City of
Newcastle. The Goals are followed by Policies necessary to support the City’s desire for
desirable parks, trails and recreation facilities. The Parks, Trails and Recreation Element
is closely linked to the Land Use Element, Transportation Element and Capital Facilities
Element.

The Parks, Trails and Recreation Appendix provides further information on public
participation, park facilities and categories, inventories of existing parks, trail facilities
and projected demands and needs. Cost and strategies for implementing the goals and
policies of the Parks, Trails and Recreations Element are located in the Capital Facilities
portion of the document.

Parks, Trails and Recreation Goals

PTR-G1 The City of Newcastle should build, operate, and maintain a system of
parks and recreational facilities that are distributed throughout the City and
responsive to the needs of Newcastle residents.

PTR-G2  The City of Newcastle should, as much as practical, develop and maintain
public access to Lake Boren through direct purchase and public/private
partnerships.
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PTR-G3  The City of Newcastle should build and maintain a system of public trails
that provide recreational and mobility opportunities for Newcastle
residents.

PTR-G4  The City of Newcastle should provide opportunities for varied recreation
activities and programs that are responsive to the needs of a wide range of
Newcastle residents.

PTR-G5 The City of Newcastle should promote opportunities for public
participation in planning parks, trails, and recreation facilities.

PTR-G6  The City of Newcastle should create and promote opportunities for private
contributions and volunteerism in the acquisition, construction, operation,
and maintenance of parks, trails, and recreation facilities.

PTR-G7  The City of Newcastle should participate with other jurisdictions and public
sector entities in promoting a region-wide parks, trails, and recreation
system, for recreational as well as educational purposes.

Parks, Trails and Recreation Policies

Parks and Recreation Facilities

PTR-P1  The City of Newcastle establishes the following categories for existing and
planned parks and recreation facilities; mini-parks, neighborhood parks,
community parks and recreational facilities, resource parks.

PTR-P2  The City of Newcastle shall provide parks and recreation facilities as shown
in Figure PTR-1. Planned parks and recreation facilities are based on the
following Level of Service (LOS) standards and on projected year 2022
population:

a.  Mini-parks: 0.5 acre per 1,000 population;

b. Neighborhood parks: 2.0 acres per 1,000 population;

c. Community parks and recreational facilities: 5.0 acres per 1,000 population;
d. Resource parks: no pre-established level of service standard.

The City of Newcastle shall develop these planned parks and facilities
incrementally through the 20-year planning period, to adequately serve
Newcastle’s growing population.

PTR-P3  The City of Newcastle shall adopt, implement, and maintain an impact fee
system for assessing and mitigating the impact of new development upon
the City’s parks, trails and recreation facilities.

PTR-P4  The City of Newcastle shall prioritize and implement parks and recreation
projects through the Capital Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan.

PTR-P5  The City of Newcastle shall seek to develop an athletic field complex.

PTR-P6  The City of Newcastle should take advantage of opportunities to secure
property for parks and recreation facilities, including purchase, grant
funding, private donation, easements, availability of public lands for parks
use, and dedication of private land as part of the development review
process.
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PTR-P7

PTR-P8

PTR-P9

PTR-P10

PTR-P11

PTR-P12

PTR-P13

PTR-P14

PTR-P15

PTR-P16

PTR-P17

PTR-P18

PTR-P19

Developers shall be required to develop and dedicate parks or pay an
impact fee or provide mitigation for parks in new development in
accordance with the adopted Parks, Trails and Recreation Element of the
Comprehensive Plan, and consistent with applicable City development
standards.

The City of Newcastle shall continue to develop Lake Boren Park as the
primary community park within the City of Newcastle. Improvements to
Lake Boren Park shall be guided by the adopted version of the Lake Boren
Park Master Plan.

The City of Newcastle should pursue opportunities to acquire properties
around Lake Boren as they become available.

The City of Newcastle shall focus on enhancing and retaining the natural
qualities of May Creek Park, in addition to expanding the trail and
interpretation elements.

The City of Newcastle should strive to negotiate and enter into written
joint-use agreements with the Renton and Issaquah School Districts
providing for the use of school district facilities for City-sponsored and
community-sponsored recreational programs and activities. Joint use
facilities owned by a school district shall not be used in calculating the City’s
compliance with applicable LOS standards.

The City of Newcastle should identify opportunities for partnerships with
other public sector entities, and with private groups, to expand parks and
recreation opportunities for Newcastle residents.

The City of Newcastle shall ensure that development adjacent to parks and
recreation facilities is designed to minimize impacts on these parks and
recreation areas and vice versa.

The City of Newcastle shall maximize where possible the retention of
existing native vegetation in new parks while meeting the purpose of the
park.

The City of Newcastle should situate or buffer active play facilities in new
parks and recreation facilities to protect the privacy of adjacent property.

The City of Newcastle shall consider the level of use, ease of maintenance
and longevity in the selection and design of parks and recreation facilities.

The City of Newcastle shall design parks and recreation improvements to
maximize sustainability through; the preservation of a site’s natural systems,
the use of recycled materials when possible, and the application of best
management practices for the maintenance of land and facility
improvements.

The City of Newcastle shall assign a level of maintenance to parks and
recreation facilities appropriate to sustain them as attractive and useful
facilities. Before acquisition or construction, a funding plan for long-term
operation and maintenance shall be established.

The City of Newcastle shall pursue opportunities to acquire and develop
one or more parks that take advantage of existing water, mountain, or
territorial views.
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PTR-P20

PTR-P21

Trails
PTR-P22

PTR-P23

PTR-P24

PTR-P25

PTR-P26

PTR-P27

PTR-P28

PTR-P29

PTR-P30

PTR-P31

PTR-P32

The City of Newcastle $all appropriately sign all parks. Signage may
include interpretive and historical information.

The City of Newcastle shall provide park facilities for all age groups and,
where feasible, shall conform its park facilities to the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.

The City of Newcastle establishes the following categories for trails: Official
Trails and Proposed Trails.

The City of Newcastle shall provide trails as shown in Figure PTR-2.
These planned trails are based on the following Level of Service (LOS)
standard and on projected year 2022 population.

a.  Trails: 1.1 miles per 1,000 population.

The City of Newcastle shall prioritize the acquisition and development of
segments needed to complete planned trails based on land availability,
projected trail usage, and opportunities through the development review
process. The City shall develop these planned trails incrementally through
the 20-year planning period, to adequately serve Newcastle’s growing
population.

The City of Newcastle shall prioritize and implement trails projects through
the Capital Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan.

Developers shall be required to develop and dedicate trails in new
development in accordance with the adopted Parks, Trails and Recreation
Element of the Comprehensive Plan, and consistent with applicable City
development standards. The City shall develop a procedure to credit such
development and dedication costs against a project’s park impact fees,
consistent with applicable state law.

The City of Newcastle shall establish, maintain, and update appropriate
design and construction standards for trails, which shall be based on the
Washington Department of Transportation Trail Standards.

Trails and trailheads shall be located so as not to unduly interfere with the
privacy of residents.

Trail access shall be an integral part of the planning and construction of
parks and recreation facilities.

The City of Newcastle shall ensure that development adjacent to trails is
designed to minimize impacts on the trails.

The City of Newcastle shall coordinate trails planning with the City’s
designated bicycle route system and other existing and planned bicycle and
pedestrian facilities in the street right-of-way.

The City of Newcastle shall appropriately sign all trails. Signage may
include interpretive and historical information.

The City of Newcastle should identify trail connections from Newcastle to
parks and trails in King County, Bellevue, Renton, and Issaquah, and
coordinate with those jurisdictions to promote development of a regional
trail network.
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PTR-P33

PTR-P34

PTR-P35

PTR-P36

The City of Newcastle shall assess the feasibility of equestrian use of trails
on an individual basis. Equestrian use shall be allowed where needed to
serve Newcastle residents and where practicable, taking into consideration
additional cost of development and maintenance and potential conflicts
with pedestrians and bicyclists.

The City of Newcastle shall route and design trails to maximize
sustainability through the preservation of a site’s natural systems, the use of
recycled materials when possible, and the application of best management
practices for the maintenance of land and facility improvements.

The City of Newcastle shall assign a level of maintenance to trails
appropriate to sustain them as attractive and useful facilities. A funding
plan for long-term operation and maintenance shall be established before
acquisition or construction.

Trail routes on private lands are not classified as official trails until the City
has legal use authority and all other City trail guidelines are met.

Recreation Programs

PTR-P37

PTR-P38

PTR-P39

PTR-P40

PTR-P41

The City of Newcastle shall strive to assure that citizens of all ages and
abilities are offered recreation opportunities that are comprehensive,
enriching, and affordable in clean, properly maintained, safe, and accessible
facilities.

The City of Newcastle should provide a balance of recreation facilities
including athletic facilities for competitive, organized sports as well as
facilities for non-competitive, non-organized, active recreation pursuits.

The City of Newcastle residents should be given priority or preference in
registering for recreation programs and use of park facilities. The City
should also consider establishing a non-resident fee to help offset City
expenses for park and recreation services and facilities.

The City of Newcastle shall promote historical, environmental, and cultural
education through special event programs, the preservation of historical
sites, and the support of festivals and events reflecting the cultural heritage
of the City.

The City of Newcastle shall encourage the development of a
comprehensive, diverse, and enriching public art program throughout the
City, including the display of a variety of artwork in public places and
buildings.

Public Participation and Volunteerism

PTR-P42

PTR-P43

PTR-P44

The City of Newcastle shall provide and publicize opportunities for public
participation in the planning of new or upgraded parks, trails, and
recreation facilities.

The City of Newcastle shall publicize and solicit volunteer expertise, labor,
and contribution opportunities for operation and maintenance d parks,
recreation facilities and trails, and for the operation of recreation programs.

The City of Newcastle should consider establishing an “Adopt-a-Park’” or
“Adopt-a-Trail” program to assist in the operation and maintenance of
facilities.
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List of Parks, Trails, and Recreation Figures
PTR-1 City of Newcastle Parks Map

PTR-2 City of Newcastle Trails Map

ADOPTED
DEC 11, 2003

N EW
PARKS, T



