(
N

crréacastle

NEWS RELEASE

CONTACT: Doug Alder, Communications Manager
425.649.4444 x 106 douga@ci.newcastle.wa.us

NEWCASTLE DENIED ZIP CODE BY U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

After formally petitioning for its own unique ZIP Code, the City of Newcastle has been denied that request by the
local district office (Seattle) of the U.S. Postal Service. The decision comes after the City made a formal
presentation to Postal Service managers.

The City’s official request included results of a survey of residents completed by 400 people showing 98% were in
favor of a unique ZIP Code (Newcastle currently uses two ZIP Codes assigned to Renton) and that more than half
have experienced delivery and service issues. The application also included other arguments such as a loss of
sales tax based on improper coding and higher insurance rates. But Postal Service officials said Newcastle’s
population simply wasn’t large enough.

“The decision is very disappointing to all of us at City Hall as well as the residents of Newcastle,” said Newcastle
Mayor Ben Varon. “The City was pushing hard to solve the ZIP Code dilemma because it's something that
impacts our citizens on a daily basis. We share in their frustration.”

The City has the right to appeal this decision to a higher level at the Postal Service, and is now evaluating its
options.

For daily updated news, police reports, and community events log on to the City blog: www.newcastle411.com
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